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Jack Ruby, who shot and killed 
Lee Harvey Oswald, alleged assassin 
of President John F. Kennedy in Dal- 
las in 1963, was an FBI informant as 
early, as- 1959. . 

' 'That’s revealed in an unpublicized 
letter from FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover to the Warren Commission 
charged with investigating the Pres- 
ident’s death. 

The letter, dated June 9, 1964, was 
declassified in 1965 at the National 
Archives but not 
made public. A | ' 
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Ruby’s FBI con- , 

nection in its 26- 

volume report, according to Mark 
Lane, a Washington attorney and 
longtime critic of the commission’s 
finding that Oswald acted alone in 
killing. Kennedy. 

LANE NOW HEADS the Citizens 
Commission of Inquiry, a group lob- 
bying to have Congress reopen the 
_ investigation into the 1963 assassina- 
tion. 

Ruby, a Dallas nightclub owner, 
shot Oswald to death in the Dallas 
jail Nov. 4, 1963, two days after Pres- 
ident Kennedy was slain. 

In the hand-delivered letter, Hoov- 
er advised the commission the FBI 


first contacted Ruby on March 11, 
1959, and requested he act as an in- 
formant because of his “knowledge 
of the criminal element in Dallas." 

Hoover said Ruby “expressed a 
willingness to furnish information" 
and that no other results were ob- 
tained. Agents met with Ruby on 
eight other occasions between March 
11, 1959, and Oct. 2, 1959, but re- 
ceived no information from him, and 
so discontinued the meetings, the 
Hoover letter contends. 

Lane was to hold a press confer- 
ence last week in Washington to re- 
lease the Hoover letter, but decided 
instead to turn his findings over to 
Rep. Don Edwards (D., Calif.), 
chairman of the House Subcommittee 
on Civil and Constitutional Rights cf 
the Judiciary. 

IN A TELEPHONE interview with 
the Daily News, Lane said Edwards 
was requesting FBI Director Clar- 
ence Kelley to furnish House investi- 
gators with copies of the FBI “302" 
reports that would contain more de- 
tails of the agents’ meetings with 
Ruby. It is standard practice for 
agents to file such reports alter each 
interview. 

That the Warren Commission failed 
to mention Ruby’s FBI connexion in 
its report after a 10-month investiga- 
tion is, according to Lane, just 
another part of the “fraud, deception 
and repression" he says government 
1 agencies have engaged in since the 
assassination. 

The initially suppressed FBI link to 
Ruby comes in the midst of renewed 
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